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Conserving and Telling 
the Stories of Canada and Indigenous Peoples

Parks Canada Cultural Heritage Designation, Interpretation and Promotion 

Meshikamau-shipu Travel Route National Historic Event  (Innu; Nitassinan) | © Courtesy of Michael Weiler

Technical Workshop, Montreal, QC  -- 25-26 October 2023
Eastern James Bay National Marine Conservaition Area Feasivility Assessment Project



Pukaskwa National Park

Ontario



National Program of 

Historical Commemoration

• Relies on the participation of Canadians in the 
identification of places, events and persons of 
national historic significance.

• Any member of the public can nominate a topic for 
consideration by the Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board of Canada (HSMBC).

• The HSMBC designates places, persons and events 
that have shaped the diverse history of Canada.

• The program is administered by Parks Canada.



Cultural Heritage Tools

Person

Fall Caribou Crossing
National Historic Site

Designated 1995 (NU)

Place

Nlaka'pamux Basket-Making,

Pre-Contact to 1970
National Historic Event

Designated 2010 (BC)

Event

Catherine Beaulieu
Bouvier Lamoureux
National Historic Person

Designated in 2011



Addressing Past Designations

York Factory National Historic Site

Reviewing existing designations and their descriptions in 
collaboration with Indigenous Peoples to address history from
different perspectives and including Indigenous perspectives.



Rocky Mountain House National Historic Site

Alberta
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Indigenous Stewardship Framework

▪ Shared Governance

▪ Practices on the Land, Water 

and Ice

▪ Economic Opportunities

▪ Indigenous Knowledge System
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Shared Governance

Enable new models of governance

Co-Management Board addressing matters 
such as:

▪ protection and conservation
▪ management plans 
▪ tourism 
▪ archaeology 
▪ research and restoration initiatives
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Practices on the Land, 

Water and Ice
Ensuring the persistence of Indigenous ways of 

life and world views 

▪ Indigenous Guardian

▪ Support for on-the-land language and cultural 

learning by and for Indigenous peoples

▪ Indigenous-led place-renaming and revitalization of 

the stories of these places

▪ Promotion of public education to build understanding 

of Indigenous histories and stewardship approaches

▪ Promotion of cultural continuity and revitalization
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Economic Opportunities

▪ Supporting employment of 
community members and businesses

▪ Supporting Indigenous-led  
Conservation and Cultural Heritage 
projects

▪ Tourism

▪ Guardian Program
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How Indigenous Knowledge is

Managed at Parks Canada

▪ Formalize role of Indigenous 
knowledge in decision-making 

Example: Co-Management Board

▪ Support Indigenous data sovereignty

Example: Research and data sharing 
protocols
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Indigenous Knowledge System

Sea Gardens in Gulf Islands National Park Reserve



Kouchibouguac National Park

New Brunswick


