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Narrative as one
way of defining
Wiinipekw as an
lylyiw space
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John Chiskamash
Fort George, 1936
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When Maasu came down the river the
beavers were already out quite a way.
At last he threw a stone at the beavers.
There is an island outside called
Manichuunakush. It is called Maasu’s
stone (John Chiskamash, 1936)

So Kaa luu took the stone again. He saw the
great beaver surface and... he ran ahead out
into the Bay. Then he saw him surface once
again. He threw this stone at him. This stone
is that Stag Island near Rupert’s river. This is
the stone Kaa luu threw at the great beaver.
Today that stone is still there. It is very visible
to see (Allan Jolly, 1983)
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manichuunakush - upichiwan -
askawaashimwaakwaanaan = wiipichiinakw =
michishtaau = aa shiipaanakw -

aa kipitaayaapiskaach - mwaaku-kipitaakin -
shiikahunaanish - aa michitaawaayaach -

aa apishi-shiipaawaayaashich - amiskunikw -
aa kipitaakiniwishich - waashtihkaan -

aa chipuhkishich - aa michitaawaayaach -
utaashkihp - minituunikw -

wiyimin aa ihtaat - kwaahkushichiwin -

yaataw-wiinipaakw = kusaapihchikin
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drawing a living from the land

* Harvesting sites

* Medicinal plant gathering
* Raw material gathering

* Traditional manufacture

* Archaeological sites (stone blinds,
fishing weirs, etc...)
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dwelling on the land

* Campsites

e Cemeteries and burial sites
e Birthplaces

e Cache and Storage sites

e Sites associated with ritual
practice

* Gathering places
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travelling

* Paddling routes, motorized boat
routes

* Portages and landing places

* Anchorages

* Travel routes over the ice

* Places of power encountered
when travelling

* Waweshihunaan places

* Gathering places (for the purpose
of collective travel)
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places of encounter

* With other first nations (Muusuuniiw-
lyiyiwach, Ayishchiimewach,
Naatuwewach, etc...)

* Pwaatach, Memekweshiwach,
Apishiyiyiishach, Manituuwach

e With Europeans and Euro-Canadians
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Relevant Research

* Place Name Surveys and Database:

Marguerite MacKenzie: 1977 & 1979
David Denton: 1990s

Kreg Ettenger: 2001-2002

John Bishop: 2016-

Plus local surveys — Waskaganish, Wemindji, Chisasibi, etc...



Relevant Research

e Efforts are currently underway to locate, repatriate and archive
research materials:

e Audio and video recordings (EMR, CRA Archaeology Unit, Radio Stations,
Anthropologists & Archaeologists)

* Field Notes, Reports and Interview Transcripts
* Land Use Mapping Surveys

 NOTE: research materials are far more useful than published reports or theses
and dissertations



Questions

* What kinds of resources should we be building?
e Archival platforms
* Digital mapping data
* Maps
* Knowledge portraits
* Finding aids and guides to existing materials
e Cultural Site Classification and Interview Guides

 How should we orient future research?
* Map biographies?
* Interviews focussing on places identified as having particular importance?
* Archaeological research?

 What role should lyiyiw and Weshkachi-chischeyihtamuwin play in informing
decision making with regards to a marine conservation area?
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