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A community-university 
partnerships in research

Protecting important places, 
environments and lifeways



Developing Vision & Goals 
For a Marine Protected Area

• Cree Elders workshop summer 2007 
(Where, What, Why, How, Who, When)

• Support for totality of Wemindji’s marine 
territory to be protected

• Potential collaboration with adjacent 
communities of Chisasibi, Eastmain and 
Waskaganish

• Conversations with coastal Tallymen

• Review of the literature

• Cree Trappers Association

• Cree leadership, local and regional



Marine and Island 
Surveys
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WalrusMore than 14 islands surveyed : 
82 animals, 160 plants, numerous
sites of cultural significance, human
activities (historical and 
contemporary), geological and 
mineral assessment. 
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Beach Seine Sampling
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Island Vegetation 
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Reports



Guiding Principles
of Proposed Tawich (Marine) 
Conservation Area

• Framed by Cree knowledge, values and 
practices 

• Contribute to enhanced protection of the area

• Support continued and enhanced local 
management

• Crees would take a leadership role with respect 
to management, monitoring, surveillance, 
enforcement and research activities

• Support the continuance of sustainable 
subsistence resource harvesting

• Promote locally managed low impact economic 
development

• Prohibit high impact development activities



Community Employment And 
Development Implications

• Community management and 
employment at points of public access to 
the protected area

• Employment in monitoring and 
surveillance

• Opportunities in cultural and eco-
tourism

• Improved federal resources for 
community-based research on 
environmental and cultural issues 
related to the Tawich protected area
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How to reach us:
Véronique Bussières : veronique@snapquebec.org
Colin Scott : colin.scott@mcgill.ca
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