
Protected Areas Forum: 
Context 

This forum follows a directive given in May 2023.  

Discussions on future management have taken place at two key tables:

Cree-Quebec
EnvironmentTable 

Bilateral Table on 
Protected Areas

In May 2023, proposed management structures were presented at Board 
Council , and staff were set to collaborate over the summer, but wildfires 

delayed the process. 

With the Challenge Fund ending, this forum marks the next step in developing 
management structures, with findings to be shared with communities from 

summer 2024 to winter 2026.



Agenda 1. What are Protected Areas and Why Are They Important 

2. Protected Areas in Eeyou Istchee

3. Overview of the Process to Identify 20%+ of Protected Areas

4. ìőċƣќƚШ ĲǂƣеШÑőĲШ§ŰŊŸŔŰŊШÂƖŸĦĲƚƚ
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What Are Protected Areas and 
Why Are They Important?
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What is 
a Protected Area?

љ ШĦũĲċƖũǃШĬĲŉŔŰĲĬШŊĲŸŊƖċƓőŔĦċũШƚƓċĦĲЯШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔǍĲĬЯШ
dedicated and managed, through legalor other 

effective means, to achieve the long-term 
conservation of nature with associatedecosystem 

ƚĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШċŰĬШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШƻċũƨĲƚњй

*International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

5



Preserve 
Wildlife and 
Ecosystems

Reduce 
Disaster Risks

Protect 
Cultural and 

Historical 
Heritage

Promote 
Health and 
Wellbeing

Benefits of Protected Areas
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Pass on 
Traditional 
Knowledge

Offer Educational
Opportunities for 

Ecological and 
Cultural Learning

Create 
Employment 

Opportunities 

Encourage 
Sustainable 

Tourism

Benefits of Protected Areas
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Protected Areas Network in Eeyou Istchee 
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ÅIn 2020 Eeyou Istchee added 39,000 
km2 of protected land and freshwater 
environments to the protected areas 
network.

ÅIndustrial development is prohibited 
(forestry, mining, hydroelectricity).

ÅThe rights of the beneficiaries of the 
James Bay and Northern Quebec 
Agreement (JBNQA) and the 
Northeastern Quebec Agreement 
(NEQA) are maintained and protected.

ÅProtected areas network is now 100,000 
km2 in total covering 23% of the territory 
(the size of Iceland!)

Existing Protected Areas 
Network in Eeyou Istchee
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Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2003



Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 
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Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2005



Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2007



Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 
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Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2009



Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2011



Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2013



Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2018



Eeyou Ischee 
Protected Areas 

Network Evolution 

2020



Quebec National 
Park 

Quebec National 
Park Reserve

Proposed Aquatic 
Reserve and 

Proposed 
Biodiversity Reserve 

Territories Reserved 
for Protected Area 
Purposes ʋ

Biodiversity Reserve 

The most common statuses:  

Protected Areas Statuses in Eeyou Istchee
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How Did We Get Here? International Engagements
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